Cerebrospinal fluid leak treated by aspiration and epidural blood patch under computed tomography guidance.
Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) leakage secondary to surgery of the spine is usually treated by drainage of CSF through a subarachnoid catheter or surgical repair of the dural tear. We present 2 cases in which the pseudomeningocele was treated by aspiration of the leaked CSF and blood patch under computed tomography (CT) guidance. Two patients had headache after spine surgery. Physical examination showed a bulging accumulation of fluid at the laminectomy site. Aspiration of the fluid followed by injection of the patients' blood was performed aseptically under CT guidance. The patients had resolution of their headache, and follow-up showed no recurrence of the CSF leak. CSF leak secondary to a surgical tear of the dura can be successfully treated by aspiration of the fluid followed by injection of the patient's blood. CT guidance is recommended to assess the extent of the CSF leakage, determine the degree of evacuation of the leaked CSF, and to confirm the injection of the blood into the epidural space and the space created by the pseudomeningocele.